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Sec. 418.101.  All Political SubDivisions Served.  
(a)  Each political subdivision is within the jurisdiction of and served by the division and 

by a local or interjurisdictional agency responsible for disaster preparedness and coordination of 
response.

(b)  The presiding officer of the governing body of each political subdivision shall notify 
the division of the manner in which the political subdivision is providing or securing an 
emergency management program, identify the person who heads the agency responsible for the 
program, and furnish additional pertinent information that the division requires.  The person so 
designated shall accomplish training prescribed by the division.

… 
Sec. 418.102.  County Programs.  

(a)  Each county shall maintain an emergency management program or participate in a 
local or interjurisdictional emergency management program that, except as otherwise provided 
by this chapter, has jurisdiction over and serves the entire county or interjurisdictional area.

(a-1)  An emergency management program required by Subsection (a) and maintained by 
a county, or in which a county participates, must provide for catastrophic debris management.

(b)  The county program is the first channel through which a municipal corporation or a 
joint board shall request assistance when its resources are exceeded.  Requests that exceed the 
county capability shall be forwarded to the state as prescribed in the state emergency 
management plan.

Sec. 418.103. Municipal Programs. 
(a) The governor shall determine which municipal corporations need emergency 

management programs of their own and shall recommend that they be established and 
maintained. The governor shall make the determinations on the basis of the municipality's 
disaster vulnerability and capability of response related to population size and concentration.

(b) The emergency management program of a county must be coordinated with the 
emergency management programs of municipalities situated in the county but does not apply in a
municipality having its own emergency management program.

Sec. 418.104. Interjurisdictional Programs. 
The governor may recommend that a political subdivision establish and maintain a 

program and form an interjurisdictional agency jointly with one or more other political 
subdivisions if the governor finds that the establishment and maintenance of a joint program or 
participation in it is made necessary by circumstances or conditions that make it unusually 
difficult to provide disaster mitigation, preparedness, response, or recovery services under other 
provisions of this chapter.



Sec. 418.105. Liaison Officers. 
(a) Each city that does not have a program and has not made arrangements to secure or 

participate in the services of an existing program shall designate a liaison officer to facilitate the 
cooperation and protection of the city in the work of disaster mitigation, preparedness, response, 
and recovery.

(b) Each county shall provide an office and a liaison officer to coordinate with state and 
federal emergency management personnel concerning disaster mitigation, preparedness, 
response, and recovery activities under other provisions of this chapter.

Sec. 418.106. Local & Interjurisdictional Emergency Management Plans. 
(a) Each local and interjurisdictional agency shall prepare and keep current an emergency

management plan for its area providing for disaster mitigation, preparedness, response, and 
recovery.

(b) The plan must provide for:
(1) wage, price, and rent controls and other economic stabilization methods in the event of 

a disaster; and
(2) curfews, blockades, and limitations on utility use in an area affected by a disaster, rules

governing entrance to and exit from the affected area, and other security measures.
(c) The local or interjurisdictional emergency management agency shall prepare in written

form and distribute to all appropriate officials a clear and complete statement of the disaster 
responsibilities of all local agencies and officials and of the disaster channels of assistance.

(d) Each local or interjurisdictional agency shall conduct at least one public meeting each 
calendar year to exchange information about its emergency management plan. Each agency shall 
provide written notice of the date, time, and location of the meeting, not later than the fifth day 
before the meeting, to the pipeline safety section of the gas services division of the Railroad 
Commission of Texas.

(e) An emergency management plan of an agency is excepted from the requirements of 
Subsection (d) if:

(1) the emergency management plan contains sensitive information relating to 
critical infrastructures or facilities; and

(2) the safety or security of those infrastructures or facilities could be jeopardized 
by disclosure of the emergency management plan.
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