Wisconsin Supreme Court clarifies sex offender registry law
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Wisconsin’s Supreme Court on Friday upheld the requirement that a man convicted of a crime with no
sexual component still must register as a sex offender.

In a dissent joined by Chief Justice Shirley Abrahamson, Justice Ann Walsh Bradley wrote that by
failing to define the sex registry statute’s purpose clearly, the majority abdicated its obligation to
provide meaningful review.

Under the majority view, Bradley wrote, anyone convicted of just about any crime should register if the
broad purpose of the sex offender registry is protect the public and assist law enforcement.



