Arguments Answered 24

ARGUMENT: I John 3:12 says that "Cain . . . was of that wicked one . . .."

ANSWER: This does not show that Cain was of that wicked one physically, butrather
he was of that wicked one spiritually. Let's look at part of I John 3:8: "He that
committeth sin is of the devil . .. ." When one studies out I John 3:8-12 the meaning
becomes crystal clear. It must be talking about who we are serving spiritually. Ifitis
talking about physical descendants, then all of us are physical descendants of Satan
“because we all have sinned. "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God . . ." (Rom. 3:23) and, yes, this includes the Judeans and the Gentiles (tribes);
see Rom. 3:9-12.
So if we have all sinned and if he that committeth sin is of the devil, we must
conclude that all of us are of the devil.
So what is it saying? Are you of the devil by physical descent or are you of the

devil because you serve him (or have served him in the past)?

ARGUMENT: John 8:44 says, "Ye are of your father the devil . . . ." This shows that
the devil is their physical father.

ANSWER: Wrong. This once again shows that the devil is their spiritual father (the
one that they serve).

Dan Gentry correctly wrote in Facts For Action (Autumn 1993, p. 14) that:

" modern Pharisees seek to disparage those who believe the truth of
our Israelite heritage . . . by claiming that we believe 'Jews are children
of Satan' . . . . While there may be some who anthropomorphize 'father
the devil' as found in the KJV of John 8:44, we understand that Christhere
spoke of those who 'turn from the truth’. . ., not because of a genetic
defect, but a spiritual one."

Also Elizabeth Dilling explains it this way in The Jewish Religion: Its Influence

































