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The concept of “‘relativism’’ can be applied in two separate
senses, epistemological and ethical. Epistemological relativ-
ism is the assertion that there ls@@( bsolutefrutYDPrOtaooras

offered the first documented proposition of this view when he
said: “Man 1s the measure of all things; of what 1S, and of what

is not.”” Here, Protagoras argued that merson beheve?‘;
1 ~or her. T e IS

nents of eplstem01001cal relat1v1sm are Michel Foucault and
Richard Rorty.
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(humanvalues shareaéoss cultumthe tendencies to con-
(\dma'leader Wwho! explo@hl people"and turn to an impartial
arbitrator to judge disputes. A fundamental inconsistency in

the assertlon of@oralﬁrelatlwsm smust also be pointed out. If

the&ack@f\an (absolutedmorality,is taken as support for tolerat-
ing all cultural diversity, then this attitude must be universally
dpprovable and, therefore, constitute a(moral,{absolute @t\(re\-;

mams ‘then for sociological and anthropologlcal research(to

m& cultural(di vermand for phllosophlcal

analysis to assess thegmphcatlons of(thls/ﬁnatlon

Welcome to the World of Sociology. The 1,000 individual

entries in this two—volume ready—reference source explain in
0 r 0 0 C l 0 0 g y concise, detailed, and Jargon—free language some of the most

important topics, theories, discoveries, concepts, and organi organi-

zations in sociology. Brief b1ograph1cal profiles of the people
RELATIVISI\/I 'I;I;eOOng:ai}roRug who have made a significant and lasting impact on the field of
b tzon Hills M{; 48331-3535 sociology and society in general are also included. More than
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230 photographs, statistical charts, and graphs aid the reader in

Joseph M. Palmisano, Editor ISBN 0-7876-4965-1 (set) - understandine the topics and peonle covered in the reference






